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Room for iwo more BY VIRGINIA L. DAKINIEWICH

ow many of us have ever considered what will hap-

pen to our pets if we can no longer look after them?

When confronted with lifc-altering issucs such as
debilitating illness or the death of a loved onc, the fatc of a
pet is often an afterthought.

When a senior dog is adopted, their life
is saved as they are usually the first to be
killed in shelters, often passed over for

cute and cuddly puppies.

Consider the casc of Tinkerbell and Benji. These dogs
came to New Hope Dog Rescuc (NHDR) aftcr their owner
passed away from ling cancer. The owner had asked that a
local kennel look after her dogs if something should happen
to her. The kennel took the dogs bur could not provide long
term care for them. Benji and Tinkerbell also needed medical
care beyond the means of the kennel.

Aficr coming to NHDR, Tinkerbell's and Benji's health
has rechounded nicely. They reccived significant dental care
and their vaccines were updated.

The breed of the dogs is uncertain but they may be Maltese
crossed with Shih Tzu. Karen from NHDR adds, “Tinkerbell
is just a sweetic.,” She has a loving disposition and wants
nothing more than to sit in someonc’s lap. She loves people
and attention — being petted and fussed over.

Karen notes that ij'l is more sct in his ways, “like a licle

old man.” He is not as extroverred as N
Tinkerbell bur he likes company.
“He cnjoys romping at the off
lcash park or just on any walk.

He n:ally comes  alive,”
obscrves Karen.

Unfortunatcly, NHDR sces
this situation all too oftcn.
Karen says thar they have owo
other dogs in similar circum-
stances. Booker's owner was

-

a young woman who lost her
fight with cancer and Rocket's
owners needed to move to a carc
facility that could not accommodatc
the dog. As an organization rcliant on
foster homes, NHDR has a limited amount
of room. The number of dogs they are able to take

depends on the number of foster homes available. Recently,
New Hope had to turn away two dogs that were left behind
when their owners dicd.

Responsible pet owners should consider the future of their
pets cven if health is not currently an issuc, Owners need
to consult with family members and fricnds to cnsurc their
pets will be looked after in the cvent of the pet owner's ill-
ness or death. There also may need tw be provision in wills
to help defray cxpenses for the upkeep of the animals. If no
provisions arc made for the care of pets, they may end up in
shelters that cannot accommeodate them or, worse, have w

cuthanize them.

Karen adds thar if you cannor adopt
a dog or arc nor sure abour adding
another member to your houschold,
consider providing a home to a
dog in nced. When a scnior dog is
adoptcd, their lifc is saved as they
arc usnally the first to be killed
in shelters, often passed over for
~ cute and cuddly puppies. While
. puppies require a lot of cffort o
make them into good pets, senior
dogs arc already good pets. Older
dogs arc oficn casicr to carc for and
do not requirc any training. They
usually fit into their new houschold cas-
ily. They don’t nced to cxcrcise as much as
a young pup, plus you won't find your favourite
shoes chewed up. They will reward an owner's care

with unconditional affection.

Karen notes that “we constantly have to tell people that we
don’t have room because we don’t have a sparc foster home.
It's really heart-breaking as we know many of them will be
cuthanized for nothing more than being old.” At New Hope
dogs stay until they arc adoptcd. If a scnior dog is adopted, it
saves a lifc and makes room for onc more life at New Hope.

For more information aboue New Hope Dog Rescue andior
adopringlfostering see their website: www.newhoperescue. org



